Tuberculosis and National Health
treatment, there exists evidence of systemic intoxication, as ex/
pressed by accelerated pulse rate with pyrexia of even slight range.
There is a danger that the pendulum may swing too far in the
direction of operative treatment. Operative measures will not
alone solve the problem of the successful treatment of tuberculosis
which is a general infection; for this a more direct line of assault
on the entrenched tubercle bacilli is necessary. A note of warning
on the abuse of surgical methods in the treatment of pulmonary
tuberculosis has been sounded by Burton Wood. With reference
to the more serious operative measures, he advocates an attitude
of caution and restraint and states that 'we should never forget
that the risk of overheating is greater than the risk of under/
treating a disease in which the prognosis is, after all, often better
than we expect it to be/ The immediate results of operative
treatment, more especially of treatment by induced pneumothorax,
are frequently striking, but so far there is no evidence that the
modern methods of treatment of pulmonary tuberculosis have
exercised any appreciable and progressive influence on the case
mortality of the disease. Drolet has investigated the trend of the
case mortality in tuberculosis for the twenty years between 1915
and 1935 and has submitted figures which show that little change
has occurred in the case mortality during these years. Drolet
concludes that the sanatorium or surgical treatment of pulmonary
tuberculosis would appear to exercise little influence on the case
mortality rates of the tuberculous population of the communities
studied. He points out, however, that the average age at which
death occurs has risen. In England and Wales in 1914 it was
32-6 years for males and 29 for females- this average had risen in
1935 to 38-9 and 32-8 years respectively.
A very complete investigation as to the results obtained by
sanatorium treatment in 2,750 cases at the King Edward VII
Sanatorium, Midhurst, has been carried out by Brand and others
and presented in a report to the Joint Tuberculosis Council
The results which were actuarily checked were inconclusive, and
provided no evidence in favour of pneumothorax treatment as
compared with an efficient sanatorium regime. Bentley has
investigated the results of treatment by artificial pneumothorax in
677 cases undergoing this treatment under the tuberculosis
scheme of the London County Council between the years
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